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Why?

Convenience

• more frequent test availability

• quicker results

• later registration
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Test Format: paper-based or computer-delivered 

Listening
30 minutes, 4 sections, 40 items

General Training Reading
60 minutes, 3 sections, 40 items

Academic Reading
60 minutes, 3 sections, 40 items

General Training Writing
60 minutes, 2 tasks

Academic Writing
60 minutes, 2 tasks

Speaking
11 - 14 minutes, 3 parts
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Key points

 There is no difference in the content of the 

tests.

 There is no difference in the value of the 

results – e.g.  a 6.5 is the same whether the 

test was paper-based or computer-delivered.

 Test takers will be able to choose between 

which mode of delivery they want where both 

are available.
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Some FAQs

1  Do test takers need to have computer skills to take computer-delivered 

IELTS?

No specific computer skills are needed but it helps if test takers feel 

confident using a keyboard and can type quite quickly. They should also 

be aware of the ‘Cut’, ‘Copy’ and ‘Paste’ shortcut functions (i.e. Ctrl X = 

cut, Ctrl C = copy, Ctrl + V = paste).

2  Can computer-delivered IELTS be taken at home and/or using a test 

taker’s own computer?

No. All IELTS tests are taken at an official test centre, as IELTS remains a 

high-stakes, secure English language test. Computer-delivered IELTS is 

taken on computers provided by the test centre.
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3 Can test takers select the keyboard language, for example 

‘QWERTY’ or ‘AZERTY’?

The default keyboard will be the QWERTY format.

4 Is the speaking test done on a computer?

No, the Speaking test is not changing. It remains a one-to-one, 

face-to- face interview with a trained IELTS Examiner.
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The Listening Test – key points

Paper-based

30 mins + 10 mins to transfer 

answers

Can make notes on test paper

Can write answers in capital 

letters

Some centres use headphones, 

others use speakers

Computer-delivered

30 mins answers typed directly 

onto test paper. Can be checked 

and changed anytime. 2 mins at 

end of test for further changes

Given scrap paper to make notes 

but can also write ideas in 

answer boxes and then change 

them

Can write answers in capital 

letters

All centres use headphones
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The Reading Test – key points

Paper-based

Computer-delivered

Clock visible in room, TDS will Clock on computer screen. It will 

announce time left at 40, 20, 10 flash red at 10 and 5 mins before 

and 5 mins before end of test the end of test

There is a test booklet and The text appears on the left of the 

separate answer sheet screen, the questions and boxes for

answers on the right. 
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The Reading Test – key points cont.

Paper-based

Computer-delivered

To change answers use an To change answers:

eraser

m/c - just click on new answer

 drag & drop - just drag new answer into box

 written answer - just delete answer

Highlighting
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The Writing Test – key points

Paper-based

Computer-delivered

There is a test booklet and two Question are on screen and 

answer sheets answers are typed  

Test takers need to estimate how The word count appears on screen

many lines they need to reach the 

word count

Put a line through things that need Just delete and re-write

changing. Write correction above
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IELTS Preparation Support

Visit IELTS website takeielts.org for various support materials including free practice tests.

When you register for an IELTS test with British Council, you will be free to enjoy access to a set of 
these materials. Available support materials are listed here:

Free computer-delivered familiarisation test

Road to IELTS - downloadable practice tests, interactive activities,
hints and tips on question types

IELTS online preparation course - 3 to 6 weeks course

IELTS Prep App - gives you instant access to free practice tests,
grammar tips, exercises, quizzes and more.

IELTS Word Power App and WordReady focus on vocabulary


